











This	 study	 aimed	 to	 determine	 the	 current	 status	 of	 17	 public	 and	 17	 private	 preschool	
playgrounds	in	Ankara,	Turkey.	The	“Playground	Rating	System”	was	used	to	evaluate	the	
playground	environment	and	their	equipment.	According	to	the	results,	it	is	concluded	that	
maintenance	 and	 safety	 issues	were	 of	 the	 utmost	 importance.	Unfortunately,	 the	 current	
status	of	 the	playground	environment	and	equipment	 in	 the	public	and	private	schools	as	
covered	 in	 this	study	were	 incapable	of	enhancing	children’s	play.	 It	 is	 recommended	that	
policies	be	developed	to	improve	the	outdoor	physical	environment	of	schools	and	further	





oyun	 alanlarının	 özellikleri	 incelenmiştir.	 Bu	 okulların	 açık	 oyun	 alanları	 ve	 	malzemeleri	
“Playground	 Rating	 System”	 isimli	 ölçek	 kullanılarak	 değerlendirilmiştir.	 Elde	 edilen	
bulgulara	 göre,	 anaokullarında	 en	 çok	 açık	 oyun	 alanlarının	 güvenliği	 konusuna	 önem	
verilmektedir.	Öte	yandan,	 çalışmaya	dahil	edilen	devlet	ve	özel	anaokullarının	açık	oyun	







Jean-Jacques	 Rousseau	 (1712-1778)	 and	 Fredrich	 Froebel	 (1782-1852),	 pioneers	 of	 early	
education	 emphasized	 the	 importance	 of	 play	 on	 children’s	 development	 and	 since	 then	 the	
decades	 of	 research	 has	 documented	 that	 play	 has	 a	 crucial	 role	 in	 children’s	 development.	















three	groups;	adventure,	 creative/contemporary	and	 traditional	 (Johnson,	Christie,	&	Yawkey,	
1999;	Parnell	&	Ketterson,	1980).	Ideally,	playground	areas	should	provide	opportunities	for	all	
types	of	play.	However,	each	of	the	three	types	of	playground	support	different	developmental	
areas	of	 the	young	child.	While	 traditional	playgrounds	provide	opportunities	only	 for	gross-
motor	play,	adventure	playgrounds	are	more	effective	 in	providing	all	 types	of	play	activities	
for	children	(Johnson,	Christie,	&	Yawkey,	1999).	Traditional	playgrounds	contain	large,	metal	
equipment,	 such	 as	 climbers,	 slides,	 and	 swings,	 on	 which	 children	 can	 exercise	 (Parnell	 &	
Ketterson,	 1980).	 Swings,	 slides,	 see-saws,	 and	 climbers	 are	 the	 most	 popular	 equipment	
in	 traditional	 playgrounds.	 The	 equipment	 is	 placed	 on	 a	 hard	 surface	 and	 they	 encourage	










than	 just	 the	 growth	 of	 children’s	 ability	 to	 achieve	 a	 whole	 range	 of	 skills.	 Rather,	 young	
children’s	 development	 is	 a	 complex	 process	 and	 includes	 a	mixture	 of	 progressive	 changes:	
physical	(fine	and	gross	motor	skills),	cognitive	and	symbolic,	linguistic,	emotional	and	social,	
and	moral	and	spiritual	(Berk,	2003).	
In	a	 safe	world	of	play,	 children	 can	digest	both	pleasant	and	unpleasant	 experiences	 in	


















































in	Ankara,	 the	 capital	 city	 of	 Turkey.	 In	 the	 study,	 a	 rating	 scale	was	 used	 to	 investigate	 the	
observed	conditions	of	preschool	playgrounds	and	the	study	benefited	from	quantitative	data	
analyses.	Furthermore,	a	cross-sectional	analysis	was	conducted	in	order	to	collect	data	at	one	


















were	made	 by	 the	 same	 researchers	 (the	 authors)	 independently	 in	 order	 to	meet	 inter-rater	

















schools	 (M=	 63.71,	 SD=	 13.660)	 did	not	 differ	 from	 each	 other	 [t(32)	 =.599,	p=.553].	Moreover,	
there	was	no	significant	difference	between	the	public	(M=46.24,	SD=	20.930)	and	private	schools	
(M=47.18,	SD=	20.881)	in	terms	of	how	they	promote	play	among	preschool	children.	Moreover,	
the	 relationship	between	“what	does	 the	playground	 contain”	and	“what	 should	playground	
do”	 was	 investigated	 using	 the	 Pearson	 product-moment	 correlation	 coefficient.	 Preliminary	
analyses	were	performed	to	ensure	no	violation	of	the	assumptions	of	normality,	linearity	and	
homoscedasticity.	 There	was	 a	 strong	positive	 correlation	 between	 the	 two	variables	 for	 both	







































































Surface	area 5.9 5.9 11.8 29.4 17.6 29.4 5.9 11.8 11.8 41.2 11.8 17.6
Sand	play 35.3 17.6 17.6 5.9 17.6 5.9 35.3 5.9 5.9 17.6 11.8 23.5
Water	Play 64.7 11.8 11.8 5.9 - 5.9 58.8 - 11.8 23.5 - 5.9
Dramatic	play 35.3 5.9 - 35.3 11.8 11.8 23.5 5.9 17.6 17.6 29.4 5.9
17.6 - 23.5 5.9 47.1 5.9 11.8 23.5 5.9 29.4 23.5 5.9
Mounds	of	
Earth
11.8 11.8 23.5 35.3 17.6 - 17.6 11.8 29.4 35.3 5.9 -
Natural	areas 11.8 17.6 17.6 17.6 29.4 5.9 - 35.3 17.6 11.8 29.4 5.9
Hills/Valley 17.6 - 23.5 23.5 35.3 - 5.9 29.4 23.5 17.6 17.6 5.9
Construction	
area
100 - - - - - 100 - - - - -
Purchased	
Material
76.5 - 5.9 5.9 11.8 - 35.3 11.8 23.5 11.8 17.6 -
Active	play	
equipment
11.8 5.9 23.5 17.6 23.5 17.6 5.9 11.8 29.4 29.4 17.6 5.9
Large	soft	area 11.8 - 35.3 35.3 11.8 5.9 5.9 11.8 35.3 23.5 17.6 5.9
Semi-private	
space
29.4 5.9 5.9 23.5 35.3 - 11.8 23.5 5.9 17.6 29.4 11.8
Adaptable	
fence	
- 17.6 - 41.2 35.3 5.9 - - 17.6 47.1 17.6 17.6
Garden 11.8 5.9 41.2 17.6 17.6 5.9 29.4 29.4 5.9 17.6 5.9 11.8
Housing	of	
pets
82.4 5.9 5.9 - - 5.9 76.5 - 5.9 - 5.9 11.8
Transitional	
space
41.2 23.5 17.6 17.6 - - - 41.2 29.4 23.5 - 5.9
Storage	 64.7 - 23.5 5.9 5.9 - 76.5 5.9 5.9 - 5.9 5.9
Easy	access	 - 29.4 23.5 47.1 - - - 11.8 23.5 41.2 17.6 5.9







(both	public	 and	private)	 did	not	 have	 sandpit	 or	 sand	play	 equipment	 for	 children.	 Indeed,	
only	one	public	school	had	a	fully	equipped	sand	area.	Again,	two-thirds	of	the	schools	did	not	
provide	water	play	 areas	with	 fountains,	 pools,	 and	 sprinklers	 for	 the	 children.	 Interestingly,	
none	 of	 the	 schools	 had	 a	 construction	 area	with	 junk	materials	 such	 as	 tires,	 crates,	 planks,	







































































Protective	fence 5.9 5.9 17.6 29.4 41.2 - - 5.9 35.3 17.6 29.4 11.8
Soft	surface 47.1 5.9 5.9 11.8 23.5 5.9 5.9 11.8 23.5 23.5 11.8 23.5
Equipment	size 11.8 5.9 5.9 23.5 17.6 35.3 - - 5.9 17.6 47.1 29.4
Free	of	litter	hazards - - 11.8 23.5 52.9 11.8 - - 17.6 17.6 41.2 23.5
Free	of	defects 17.6 - 11.8 17.6 47.1 5.9 - - 23.5 11.8 41.2 23.5
Free	of	sharp	edges 11.8 - 11.8 11.8 64.7 - - - 23.5 23.5 47.1 5.9
Lightweight	swing	 11.8 11.8 11.8 11.8 35.3 17.6 5.9 11.8 23.5 17.6 23.5 17.6




11.8 5.9 - 11.8 23.5 47.1 - 17.6 23.5 23.5 11.8 23.5
Adequate	space	 11.8 5.9 23.5 17.6 35.3 5.9 - 17.6 17.6 29.4 29.4 5.9
No	sign	of	
underground	rotting
- - - 23.5 23.5 52.9 5.9 - - 17.6 17.6 58.8
No	metal	slides	
exposed	to	sun
11.8 5.9 35.3 35.3 5.9 5.9 5.9 5.9 58.8 23.5 5.9 -
Guardrail	barriers 5.9 - 5.9 41.2 35.3 11.8 - 17.6 47.1 5.9 29.4 -
No	loose	ropes/cables - - 17.6 23.5 23.5 35.3 - 5.9 17.6 11.8 29.4 35.3
Low	height	balance	
beams	
11.8 - 5.9 17.6 35.3 29.4 - - 11.8 5.9 58.8 23.5
Sign	at	entry 100 - - - - - 88.2 - 5.9 - - 5.9
No	protrusion	hazards 5.9 17.6 23.5 47.1 5.9 - - - 41.2 47.1 5.9 5.9
No	tripping	hazards 5.9 5.9 41.2 41.2 5.9 - - - 47.1 35.3 11.8 5.9




Seventy-one	percent	 (70.6%)	of	 the	public	 and	47%	of	 the	private	 schools	had	“average”	




preschools	had	a	 safe	ground	 surface.	Both	public	 and	private	 school	playground	areas	were	
free	of	litter	(e.g.,	broken	glass),	electrical	hazards,	high	voltage	power	lines,	and	toxic	hazards.	
The	 results	also	 illustrated	 that	more	 than	50.0%	of	both	public	and	private	 schools	provided	
equipment	 free	of	 sharp	edges	and	broken,	 loose,	 and	missing	parts,	 swing	 seats	 constructed	














































































Encourages	play - 29.4 11.8 23.5 23.5 11.8 - 11.8 11.8 29.4 29.4 17.6
Stimulates	
senses
5.9 23.5 11.8 29.4 17.6 11.8 - 17.6 23.5 17.6 23.5 17.6
Nurtures		
curiosity
11.8 17.6 23.5 35.3 5.9 5.9 5.9 35.3 11.8 23.5 11.8 11.8
Supports	social/
physical	needs




11.8 17.6 29.4 17.6 17.6 5.9 5.9 23.5 23.5 11.8 29.4 5.9
Interaction	
between	children




5.9 11.8 17.6 35.3 29.4 - - 23.5 29.4 11.8 29.4 5.9
Supports	active	
play
- 11.8 11.8 23.5 35.3 17.6 - 11.8 23.5 29.4 23.5 11.8
Supports	
constructive	play
- 35.3 29.4 23.5 5.9 5.9 5.9 29.4 29.4 17.6 11.8 5.9
Supports	
dramatic	play
- 35.3 35.3 5.9 17.6 5.9 5.9 29.4 17.6 11.8 29.4 5.9
Supports	
organized	games
-	 5.9 23.5 17.6 41.2 11.8 - 11.8 17.6 35.3 23.5 11.8
Supports	special	
play	form
- 5.9 17.6 29.4 29.4 17.6 - 23.5 11.8 35.3 23.5 5.9
Promotes	private	
play
- 23.5 35.3 23.5 17.6 - - 35.3 17.6 23.5 23.5 -
Promotes	group	
play
- 11.8 11.8 35.3 29.4 11.8 - 11.8 23.5 29.4 35.3 -
experiences	by	offering	changes	and	contrasts	in	scale,	light,	texture	and	color	with	flexible	
equipment,	 private	 schools	paid	more	 attention	 to	 this	 aspect	 than	public	 schools,	 41.1%	and	
29.4%,	respectively.	Moreover,	41.2%	of	the	private	and	47%	of	the	public	schools	received	“good”	
and	“all	exist”	ratings	for	allowing	interaction	between	children	with	adequate	spaces	to	avoid	






In	 this	 study,	 the	 conditions	 of	 the	 environment	 and	 equipment	 of	 public	 and	 private	












any	 differences	 in	 terms	 of	 their	 equipment	 and	 materials,	 safety	 measures,	 maintenance,	
and	how	they	augment	the	play	of	the	young	students.	In	Turkey,	there	is	a	great	diversity	of	
organizations	 that	 run	preschool	education	service;	namely,	Ministry	of	National	Education,	
Ministry	 of	 Labor,	 Ministry	 of	 Social	 Service,	 universities,	 and	 foundations.	 	 Nevertheless,	
public	and	private	preschools	are	required	to	be	administered	in	accordance	with	the	relevant	
laws	and	regulations	and	are	supervised	by	Ministry	of	National	Education	and	Ministry	of	
Social	 Service	 (Akcay,	 2006).	Although	 both	 public	 and	 private	 preschools	 differ	 in	 aspects	
of	organization	and	administration,	none	of	the	institutions	satisfy	all	of	the	basic	standards	









playground	 equipment,	 children	 would	 prefer	 to	 play	 in	 the	 street.	 Frost,	 Shin,	 and	 Jacobs	
(1998)	 investigated	why	traditional	playgrounds	attract	a	 lower	number	of	users	than	creative	
playgrounds.	They	concluded	that	this	might	be	the	result	of	the	ineffectiveness	of	the	traditional	












Outdoor	 playgrounds	 encourage	 risk-taking	 behaviors	 so	 that	 they	 should	 be	 designed	
















skills	 of	 youngsters,	 extensive	 time	 spend	 on	 the	 playgrounds,	 and	 hazardous	 playgrounds	

































the	Ministry	of	National	Education	 there	 is	no	regulation	or	 framework	regarding	 the	 types	
of	 playground	 materials	 and	 equipment	 that	 should	 be	 used	 in	 play	 areas	 for	 preschool	
children.	Given	the	importance	of	play	in	the	development	of	young	children	it	 is	necessary	
that	 appropriate	 policies	 be	 developed	 to	 ensure	 the	 improvement	 of	 the	 outdoor	 physical	








region	 and	 although	we	 believe	 that	 a	 similar	 situation	 exists	 throughout	 Turkey	we	 cannot	
state	categorically	that	this	study	represents	the	status	of	playgrounds	throughout	the	country.	
However,	 our	 study	 can	 be	 seen	 as	 a	 pilot	 one	 for	 a	 major	 countrywide	 examination	 of	 all	
preschool	institutions.		In	addition,	we	recommend	that	further	research	should	be	conducted	to	
determine	and	analyze	children’s	play	behaviors	in	different	types	of	playgrounds	and	children	
can	 be	 observed	while	 in	 playgrounds.	Children	 can	 also	 be	 interviewed	 and	 asked	 to	 draw	
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